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M ary Imogene (Gene) Harley Cox was born March 9, 1930 to Minos and

Kathryn Harley in Gregg County, Texas. After graduating from Spring Hill
High School, Gene attended Kilgore College, and North Texas University studying

and earning undergraduate and Master's degrees from Stephen F. Austin University

in music. She married the love of her life, Joe G. Cox, Jr. on October 16, 1951 in
Longview, TX. As a music teacher, Gene taught hundreds of children and teenagers a

love and appreciation for music. In 2004 Mrs. Cox retired from education after 50
years of service, and in 2010 gene celebrated over 60 years in church ministry as a

pianist and organist for Elmira Chapel Cumberland Presbyterian Church. She

accompanied The Sanctuary Choir, Children, and Youth Choirs along with
numerous soloists, ensembles, and instrumentalists while at Spring Hill ISD.

Other than her faith and her family, her greatest love was music. Gene did not simply play
beautiful songs, but created glorious music because she put her very heart and soul into

everything she played whether sacred, classical, or whimsical. Gene showed a commitment and
work ethic that should be an example to all. Her discipline, practice, and passion was evident
every time she sat down at the piano or organ.

Gene was preceded in death by her parents, Minos and Kathryn Harley and her husband Joe G.
Cox, Jr. Gene is survived by her daughters, Anne Cox of Longview and Jo Karen Cox Hagler and
husband Wayne Hagler also of Longview; granddaughter D'Anne Hagler Steele and husband

Jason Steele, and grandson Norman Hagler; and three great grandchildren. She was also
surrounded by a host of loved ones and friends. Gene loved spending time with family.

Gene's favorite scripture was Romans 8:38-39, "For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angles, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the Love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord."
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Gene went to be with the lord on September 28, 2022 at her home in Spring Hill. A Celebration of
Life service will be held at 11 am on Wednesday, October 5, 2022 at Elmira Chapel Church in

Longview. A private family burial will take place prior to the service.

A special thanks to the wonderful caregivers, Denise Wright and Debbie Dillard for their kindness

and devotion, as well as Dr. Sreeman Jampana and Heartsway Hospice.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Elmira Chapel Building
Improvement Fund, or Elmira Chapel Cemetery Fund.
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SS Susan Sikes Shelton posted:

Ann - my dad, Don Sikes, a classmate of your mom’s from Spring Hill, and I, visited your mom in

2018, and had the pleasure of meeting you. You were so welcoming to us, letting us know how your

mom was doing, and allowing my dad some time to visit with your mom. I’ll never forget us walking

up your driveway and you knowing my dad before he even introduced himself to you. That meant so

much to him. I’m so sorry to hear of your mom’s passing but so glad to have had the chance to meet

you. Susan Sikes Shelton

October 10 at 6:28 PM

SB Susan Barrow posted:

Love and prayers to Ann, Karen, Wayne and the family. Keeping you in my prayers.

October 5 at 11:09 AM

JC Jon Clemens posted:

I remember her as being very, very patient with me when she taught me organ lessons at Elmira

Chapel. Sweet lady that will be missed!!!

October 4 at 4:21 PM

RS Robert Scarlett posted:

I was Blessed by this Lady before I ever entered our Spring Hill School. I was a student of Her

swimming class every summer, until I started High School, as well as my 2 brothers and 2 sisters. My

Mom thought she was placed here in Spring Hill by Angels, while we were swimming she got some

rest LOL ,From the 5th through High School we were Bless with a rare person who could teach, be a

friend, a motherly care giver no matter who you where with a smile that could dance with any kind of

music a child could play, We were Blessed for so many years.Truly Blessed Robert "Bobby" Scarlett

October 3 at 3:23 PM

JM Jeanette Harley Moore posted:

My thoughts and love are with you, Karen, Anne, and family during this most difficult time.

October 2 at 9:10 AM
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DB Debra Bishop lit a candle in honor of Mary.

October 2 at 7:30 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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